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A Lake Martin Hub

The master plan for Russell
Crossroads is to serve as the central
hub to tie all of Russell Lands’ Lake
Martin communities together.

By Niki Sepsas

Russell Lands is helping write the
most important real estate story that
has been recorded in Alabama in the
past few vyears. Traditionally, the
state’s beautiful Gulf Coast beaches
and the burgeoning Jefferson-Shelby
counties growth corridor have been
the primary magnets luring
Alabamians searching for the perfect
primary or vacation home. Russell
Lands, the privately owned property
development company that spun off
from the Russell Corporation, is now
leading the way in creating high qual-
ity residential communities in the
stunningly beautiful Lake Martin area,
just more than an hour from down-
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With approximately
25,000 acres along the
280 miles of shoreline
owned by Russell
Lands on Lake Martin,
the company in 1972
began carving excep-
tional
and communities that
blend harmoniously into this pristine
area. Lake Martin has been designat-
ed by Lake Watch, a water quality
monitoring organization, as the
cleanest and most beautiful lake in
the state. Rather than imposing an
imprint on the landscape, Russell
Lands’ talented team of senior man-
agement professionals, led by compa-
ny president Tom Lamberth, focused
on enhancing what Mother Nature
already provided.

Russell Lands’ communities nes-
tled in the pines around Lake Martin
attest to the company’s success in
that regard. Willow Point, Russell
Lands’ first resi-

ment in the
area, and its
adjacent Willow
Point Golf and
Country Club,
remain one of

] dential develop-
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States of America in 1846. Benjamin
Russell  founded the  Russell
Corporation just north of this land in
Alexander City and in the 1920s he
built a farming center made up of cot-
ton gins and warehouses that he
named Dixie Farms. It was here that
he processed and stored the cotton
he grew. That former farming center
is now being transformed by the
company into Russell Crossroads.

“Our goal here is to embrace the
history of the area and retain its
unique character,” states Steve
Arnberg, the company broker for
Russell Lands. “Ben Russell, the
founder’s grandson, is at the helm of
Russell Lands today. He is cut from
the same cloth as his grandfather and
has the same love for the land and
passion to preserve the beauty that
we have here. The master plan for
Russell Crossroads is to serve as the
central hub to tie all of our Lake
Martin communities together. The
businesses and offices at the site will
make many basic services and
amenities available to the residents of
each of our lake communities.”

To craft that master plan, Russell
called on EDAW, an award-winning
San Francisco-based planning and
design practice focusing on landscape
architecture and urban, master and
environmental planning. Their multi-
disciplinary design team, composed
of environmental, ecological engi-
neering and planning professionals,
crafted a business crossroads remi-
niscent of the era during which the
original community was built. Their
goal, as inspired by Ben Russell, was
to connect the property to the differ-
ent communities without having to
access Alabama Highway 63.

To achieve his plan, Russell
involved the  State  Highway
Department and local legislators. A
covered bridge, which is being
designed by Ben Russell himself, will
be built over Highway 63 to provide
the connection while adding to the
nostalgic charm of the area. The plac-
ing of the buildings, facing each other
rather than facing a highway as in
most strip commercial developments,

——— s E—————— l

— e —

— T———

120 BIRMINGHAM




Russell Cromseoends - Master Plav

=AT RUSSELL CROSSROADS.

CATHERINE'S M ARKET

MALN FLOGR

LAKE MARTIN SALES OFFICE

v u_il-ir_i “U_T g

\:'r’-‘ T "dﬁ‘pm

COURTYARD ¥EIW

LPPER FLOGR

%

will be reminiscent of a 1920s town
setting. Hiking and equestrian trails
will promote pedestrian traffic and the
“walkability” of the area. Other
Traditional Neighborhood
Developments (TNDs), such as those
along Scenic Highway 30-A on
Florida’s panhandle, were studied to
incorporate the right “feel” into the
community.

Architect Jeff Dungan of Dungan
Nequette Architects was called in for
his expertise in the rustic architecture
that will identify Russell Crossroads.

Arnberg points to the tremendous
impact that Russell Crossroads will
have on the Tallapoosa-Coosa-Elmore
Counties region. “Russell Lands will
invest approximately $20 million on
the project, which is already under
way, during the next 12 months.
Eventually, 18 or more buildings are
destined for the development. There
will be a Discovery Center with educa-
tional exhibits on the history of the
area and Russell Lands. We're looking

at a grocery, drugstore, health clinic
and other small businesses in the
commercial center,” Arnberg says. In
February, work began on Spring
House Restaurant. “The restaurant,
from its prominent perch upon the
highest point of the Crossroads devel-
opment, will have a panoramic view
of the surrounding meadows, forest
and beautiful Lake Martin in the dis-
tance,” he says.

Russell tapped some of the
region’s leading names as consultants
for those proposed amenities.

Chris ~ Hastings, owner  of
Birmingham’s renowned Hot and Hot
Fish Club, brought his expertise in
designing and operating an upscale
restaurant to the community. The
7,000-square-foot, two-story Spring
House Restaurant, with its “spring
house” feature, is reminiscent of the
farm houses built a century ago and
will offer fine dining in a farm com-
munity setting.

“I'm working with Dungan and

Neguette on the design of the restau-
rant to ensure its layout is efficient
and in keeping with the construction
in the area,” Hastings reports. “The
great thing about working with
Russell Lands is that we share a com-
mon goal of preserving the history of
this area and creating a truly unique
fine-dining restaurant. An organic gar-
den is planned for the site along with
preservation of Ben’'s old grist mill
nearby. We’ll be working with local
farmers, honey producers and others
in the area so that the menu will have
a true ‘sense of place’ and reflect the
uniqueness of what is here.”

Rick Little is bringing the same
concept to the Russell Crossroads gro-
cery store, scheduled to open in the
fall, that became so successful for him
at his V. Richards Market, a landmark
on Clairmont Avenue in Birmingham’s
Forest Park since 1995. “We're plan-
ning the same type of high-end, spe-
cialty market,” Little states. “We’ll be
featuring local produce, prime meats,
handmade bakery products and other
quality items in a neighborhood-style
grocery store with an indoor and out-
door café. I'm very excited to be
working with Russell Lands on the
project which will be quite spectacu-
lar.”

Russell Crossroads will be a step
back in time to a slower-paced
America reminiscent of a Currier and
Ives print, but with the modern
amenities and conveniences neces-
sary to serve the stellar residential
communities built today by Russell
Lands.
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